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LAW OFFICE OF GARY W, RHOADES
P.0. Box 360465
Las Angeles, CA 20036
{323) 937-T0155
Fax (775) 640-2274

www.choadesiawofflice.com

December 22, 2054

Postd*Faxhote 7671 [P o7 SRR 2
By Fax (213/978.83212) and U.S Mail B i EjelNoe— ™ . %g
Co/Dagt Co., * b
Mr. Rocky Delgad:ille, City Attorney Frows Frora £
800 City Hall East T Fazd
260 North Main Street
Lot Angeles CA 90012

RE.: Fair Housing Claims of Claude and Monique Eichar
Dear Mr. Delgadillo.

Claude and Monique Bichar have retained me for legal representation in ther
claims against the City of Los Angeles, Richard Treidman, Cherles Smith, and
Councilman Greig Smith. Mr. Freidman, Mr. Smith, Counciiman Smith and the ary
were all mvolved with & series of threats and a scheme sgainse Mr. Bichar 1o foree him
out of kis home and neighborhaod m Northridge  Specifically, in Juse of this year they
forced the Lichars to scll ther home because of Mr. Eichar’s association with persons
with dissbilities and iy own disability.

Mr. Eichar operates two sober living homes 1 north Los Angeles county.  All of
bis residents are either recoveriag alcoholics or eddicts (ss is Mr Eichar) and are
therefore parsons with disabilities who qualify for protection from discrimination under
the state and federal fair housing laws  These disabled residents were the subject of most
of the hostile remarks made to the Eicharn as they were being told that they wers
unacceptable aeighbors,  The threats included but ere not fimited to the following: 1) &
disturbing incident where & lurge crowd of approximately 100 persons (organized by the
respondents) grouped arcuad he Eichars and demanded that they Jeave, one of them
velling, "We don't want your kind here”; 2) somcone firing & yun at the Bichar's tron:
window; and 33 Countilman Smith warning Mr. Eichar that he would bring “the full
pawers of his office” and make Mr. Eichar's life 2 “living kell” if he did not give up his
house. Therefore, the acticns of Richard Freidnian, Charles Smith, Greig Smith 2od the
City of Los Angeles (and the larger group of persons these parties led) all viclated the
fair housing laws, which prohibit intimidation with respect to housing when it's based on
a person’s disabilities or his nssociation with persons with disabilities The Eachars lost
their howe because of this unlawful conduct and have suffered no end of cmotiona!
distress. Most promient amozg the sigos of their distress and stress Curing this period is
the miscurriage of pregnancy suffered by Mrs. Eichar

The threats and intimidation did vot end with the Joss of a aome.  Following up
on & threat by Councilman Smith's office to keep sober living homes “fro:n appearing in
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our peighborbioods” M, Lichar aud hus sober Iving comes have since been the subject of
wiwarranted and hasassing insgpections by the ¢y

The Eichary are fully prepured Lo assert thejr far houding rights o court and
putsue mjuactive relief, city-wide reform with respect to sober living homes and
monetary compensation. However, in the inlerest of minimizing litigation, 1 would like
10 try to help the Exchars and Mr. Eichar's sober living groups to resolve their claims
before filing the lawsuits. They have 30 agreed and instructed me to offer 10 present our
respective mdes to a mediator, but immediately~the medistion must octur before
February 15, 2005 Please have your attorney call me if you are wigh 1o try mediation.
If 1 do oot hear from you or your attormey by Jamuary 4, 2004 agreeing to salect a
mediator and schedule 2 mediation, then I will procead with filing the lawsuit,

VYery Truly Yours,
Cliomy W Rhoados

Gary W. Rhoades
Arntorney for Clande Eichar and Monique Eichar

CC: Clsude and Monique Eichar, Richard Friedman, Charies Smith; Greig Smith



